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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


Tae Bishop of Peterborough has deserved well both of the Church of England 
and the country for his resolute attempt to suppress some, at least, of the more scan- 
dalous of the abuses connected with the system of Church patronage, as at present 
exercised. The Bill now before Parliament is a tribute to the right feeling and the 
zeal of Dr. Magee as a bishop, and a proof of his desire to free the Established 
Church from the reproach so often cast upon her in relation to the appointment of 
her ministers. It is not too much to say that by most thoughtful Christian men the 
evils of Church patronage, as now existing, are felt greatly to outweigh its benefits. 
Whatever may be the views of the clergy; the majority of laymen are, we believe, 
fast coming round to the convictions which so recently prompted the Legislature to 
abolish entirely all such patronage in Scotland. True, the history and the circum- 
stances of the two countries are widely different ; the two Churches therein established 
are not the same ; and the time may not yet have come for dealing out to one, in this 
respect, the measure just accorded to the other. Principles, however, are the same, 
whether on the north or south of the Tweed ; and there is a growing faith in the 
principle that to the Church itself—to all Churches—belongs the right of the nomi- 
nation of their clergy. This being so, we may regret, not, perhaps, that Dr. Magee 
_ did not attempt more, but that he has not been successful in all that he attempted. 
Perhaps, indeed, such success could hardly be looked for. Be public opinion what it 
may, opposition to measures for restricting in any way the rights of patrons, or the 
exercise of any vested rights mhatever, may always be expected ; and in this instance, 
the opposition in the House of Lords, led by Lords Houghton and Portman, was 
vigorous and persistent. Representing the interests of patrons, they contended 
especially against the abolition, without compensation, of donatives, urging that these 
exceptional privileges were as much property as advowsons themselves; they also 


- fought hard for the retention of “bonds of resignation,” or those agreements be- 


“warming-pan” to hold a living pro tem., under obligation to resign when the 
patron’s real protégé shall be in a position to accept the benefice. Both these points, 
however, had to be abandoned ; the Peers deciding that neither the exceptional immu- 
nitieg of the bargsins to vesign livings ot certain dates or 
under certain contingencies, could or ought to be maintained. Both the Primate 
and the Bishop of Peterborough affirmed that the latter were of the very natore of 
simony ; whilst the former, it. was urged, might deprive parishes for years of the 
rervices of a stated minister. The bishops, however, failed in their endeavour to 
restore the clause (eliminatéd in select committee) forbidding the sale of next pre- 
sentations, as distinguished from advowsons ; the Primate’; emendment to that effect 


being lost by a majority of ‘five. ‘This was probably owing to the attitude taken by 


the Government ; all the Cabinet Ministers in the Upper House opposing it, and 
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warning the bishops thet, if carried, it would prove fatal to the final passing of the 
Bill. The Archbishop of York expressed his opinion that the Bill, without some 
such clause as this, would be of little worth. The Bishop of Peterborough, although 
desirous of abolishing the sale of next presentations, thought that even without such 
a provision the Bill might yet render an essential service to the Church. This matter 
not accomplish all the aims of its promoters. It may, however, prove but the com- 
mencement of more searching and vigorous reforms ; and will, at any rate, prepare 
those who may introduce them the better to deal with the opposition they are certain 
to encounter. 

The proceedings of Parliament, with but few exceptions, have of late been sin- 
gularly void of interest. The Government have by many been severely criticized for 
their conduct in relation to the Judicature Bill. The measure now about to become 
law settles nothing decisively in respect of the final Court of ultimate appeal. It 
provides only for an intermediate arrangement, during the continuance of which the 
great question whether the House of Lords shall or shall not retain its supreme 
appellate jurisdiction will remain unsolved. This, of itself, is inconvenient on many 
grounds; but the chief objection to the policy of the Cabinet on this matter is that 
it has unsettled, if not reversed, the decision of the Parliament of 1873, in which the 
leaders of both the great parties undoubtedly concurred. The ultimate fate of Lord 
Lyttelton’s Bill for the increase of the Episcopate appears very doubtful, as it does 
not receive any cordial support from the Cabinet, and is pronounced too indefinite 
and general in its provisions. On the other hand, the Bishop of Exeter's Bill for —e 
the union of small benefices in the cathedral city of his diocese has been withdrawn, 
as too special and local in its character; and it has been suggested, with much appe- 
rent probability, that the opposite objections to these two measures originate in one 
and the same cause—namely, an indisposition to legislate at all, when it can by any 
possibility be avoided, on ecclesiastical affairs. The St. Albans Bishopric Bill, 
whereby a new see is created, and the limits of the dioceses of London, Win- 


chester, and Rochester are re-arranged, has passed both Houses, and only awaits the 
Royal assent. 


| : The evangelistic efforts of our American brethren, Messrs. Moody and Sankey, 
& | and the recent Brighton Convention, present to the devout and contemplative wind 
| two very distinct, yet, in some respects, closely allied phases of religious life and 
_ action. The one is a great movement for the eonversion of the irreligious and indif- 
: ferent—a work designed to arouse men from the death-like sleep of ignorance and 
sin, and to direct them to a living, loving Saviour, through whose constraining grace 
they may be enabled to forsake the paths of transgression, become new creatures both 
in heart and life, and devote their lives thenceforth tw the service and the praise of 
their Creator and Redeemer. The other, now concluded, had for its great object the 
building up of those who were already Christians in the faith they had received, and, 


; in particular, of establishing them in the belief of Christ as a present Saviour, not 

EL from the condemnation only, but from the power, if not the actual consciousness, of 

: sin. The great warrant of the American evangelists may be found in the words, 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature ;’ the subject- 
matter of their preaching in the declaration that “God so loved the world that He — 

Ei gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but . 
at have éverlasting life.” The basis on which.the Brighten gatherings were founded \ 
| was the scriptural statement that-Christ “ gave himself for us, that He might redeem 
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us from all iniquity ;” the chief aim of the exhortations, prayers, and addresses at the 
various meetings was to impress on all present the injunction, “ Be ye therefore per- 
fect.” The passage, “ He that is born of God doth not commit sin,” may be taken 
vaded, and it found frequent expression in the words, “Jesus saves me now.” 
Speaking generally, we may say that while the great movement under Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey has for its chief end the conversion of sinners, that conducted by Mr. R. 
Pearsall Smith and his coadjutors aims mainly at the sanctification of believers. Yet 
the two movements have much that is in common. Both have “revival” in their 
view. To quicken the flame of personal piety in Christians, and thereby to awaken 
in them a deeper sense of their duty to the world without, forms no unimportant 
part of the labours of the two evangelists whose names have now become a household 
word amongst us. Nor, on the other hand, has there been any lack of direct evan- 
gelistic effort in connection with the Brighton meetings. Still, as the prominent 
aim of the Convention was to inculcate the practicability of the “ overcoming life,” 
its teachings of necessity assumed a special character—a character, too, to which in 
some respects exception has been taken. The Convention meetings were distin- 
guished, undoubtedly, by fervent piety and indefatigable zeal ; yet there are cham- 
pions of the faith in our midst, men of high Christian standing and experience, who 
detect, or believe that they do, in the views enforced at Brighton, errors in doctrine, 
and errors against which, as threatening serious practical results, they regard it-as 
their solemn duty to protest. The names of Horatins Bonar, Hugh MecNeile, John 
C. Ryle, and Francis Close are sufficient guarantees that this charge is made in no 
ez: captious spirit, and that those who make it are actuated solely by a sense of Christian 
obligation at once deep and impeiative. Whether or not the charge be well-founded, 
whetber the danger indicated be or be not real, those can best judge who have closely 
followed the proceedings of the Convention, and noted carefully the tone and spirit 
which pervaded it. It is alleged that the views of Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall Smith 
comprise belief in the attainment by Christians of sinless perfection in this present 
life—of a state in which, evil being entirely subdued, rest succeeds to conflict, and 
complete to incomplete obedience. They are also supposed to teach that this state 
is attainable by all, and at once, through the exercise of faith alone. That perfection 
~ should be the standard and the aim of all believers, that they should ever be pressing 
towards it asa mark, and that that degree of attainment which satisfies many, per- 
haps the majority of Christians, is lamentably low,—few devout and observant minds 
will venture to deny. That must be wholesome doctrine which sets constantly before 
us the perfect example of our Saviour as the model for the imitation of His followers ;. 
bat it is one thing to follow after holiness, and quite another to believe that we have 
reached it. The one will tend to keep us humble, and to make us feel our entire 
dependence on the grace that cometh from above ; the other, however much we may 
ascribe, or believe that we ascribe, it to the same grace, will almost of necessity tend 
to self-reliance, if not to self-inflation, pharisaism, and spiritual pride. To inculcate 
the duty of holiness is salutary doctrine ; to teach our complete possession of it may— 


we might surely say will—be most injurious. In this matter the words of an inspired 

writer, slightly modified, most certainly apply : He that thinketh he knoweth any- 

thing, knoweth nothing yet as be ought to know. The Brighton meetings have 

been most largely and influentially attended; the ‘spirit of prayer and praise, of 

devout earnestness and pious self-consecration, has been shown in an eminent 

gratifying, and Christians of almost all have in this Convention ‘realized 
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unity and love. The intercommunion of the German and French pastors seems to 
have deen a season eminently hallowed, when, as those present testify, the last 
lingering sparks of national animosity were utterly quenched in that baptism of the 
Spirit which enabled them fully to realize their oneness in the Lord. It would be 
grievons were the happy regults to be anticipated from such a convention of Chris- 
tians as this to be in any degree marred by the creeping in of unsound doctrine, or 
of self-delusion in any form. We trust that it may not be so—that the God 
of all truth will keep His children from error, and that if any of them are in danger, 
however unconsciously to themselves, of falling into it, they may be led into clearer 
views of the teaching of His holy Word. In this state, what we bave to do is to 
“ follow after righteousness,” to “ forget the things which are behind, and to press 
forward to those that are before,” “not as though we had already attained, or were 
already perfect,” but remembering that absolute holindss of heart and life is a spiritual 
state of which even the most advanced Christian can scarcely form an adequate idea. 


The interest excited amongst all classes of the people by the evangelistic labours 
of Messrs. Moody and Sankey shows no symptoms of abatement. Their meetings 
in the south of London are daily and nightly throngel by crowds whose deep atten- 
tion to—we might truly say, entire absorption in—the sacred and solemn themes pre- . 
sented to their understandings, and enforced upon their consciences and hearts, has 
certainly no parallel since the days of Whitefield and of Wesley. The souls of the 
population, of whatever creed, habits, or position in the social scale, are stirred to 
their very depths; and anxious thousands, touched by the simple Gospel message 
brought home to them with such unwonted earnestness and power, are eagerly 
inquiring the way to everlasting life. The hearty welcome accorded the evangelists 
since the meetings at Camberwell commenced, has been most cheering to their hearts, 
and has stimulated them to almost unprecedented energy in their great and blessed 
work. Clergy and ministers of all denominations cordially co-operate with them, 
aid them in the inquiry-rooms, engage the sympathies and prayers of their own con- 
gregations on their behalf, furnish members to their choir, and surround them 
generally with an atmosphere of appreciation and encouragement which is well 
adapted, with God’s blessing, to increase their fervour, to renew their strength, and 
to make their efforts more successful. Their work now, wheresoever they may go, 
is vigorously followed up. An army of zealous Christian workers waits upon their 
movements, seconds their instructions, and does its best in guiding and directing 
those whom their preaching has awakened. All that can be done is done to make 
their work permanent, to deepen the impressicns they produce, aud to fan the 
smouldering embers of conviction into the flame of true and lasting love to Him who 
hath redeemed us all. The prayer-meetings, the Bible-readings, and other gatherings 
throughout the day bear witness to the deep and steady interest which their visit 
has aroused in the Christian part of the community. And, what will seem incredible 
to many, all this is effected without any morbid, factitious, or undue excitement. 
Those who have never beard the evangelists have no idea that their power is simply 
the power of the truth of God, presented with all possible earnestness by loving and 
beheving hearts, anxious for God’s glory and the eternal happiness of men. Critics 
who know nothing of the matter imagine that Messrs. Moody and Sankey must 
make tremendous and spasmodic, or else wily and dramatic efforts to produce and 
intensify emotion! All who have heard them know that nothing could be more 


_ completely or utterly untrue. No meetings could be more quiet and decorous than 


those which they address; no addresses could be more simple, natural, and truthful 
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than those which Mr. Mocdy gives ; and if, under them, the heart is often smitten 
and the head bowed down, it is just because that very simplicity and trathfulness 
lays hold with irresistible power of the consciences and hearts of those to whom he 
speaks, and appeals, after a fashion which none can withstand, to the deepest, the 
highest, and the noblest emotions of their souls. Indeed, there seems to have been 
more excitement in the House of Lords on account of the reported intention of the 
American evangelists to hold a meeting just outside the grounds of Eton College, 
than is displayed by either the evangelists or their hearery, The Marquis of Bath 
interrogated, as one of the Governing Body of the College, Lord Lyttelton, who 
read a long correspondence on the subject; and to the vensure of those peers was 
added that of Lord OUverstone, who is described as having spoken with a fervour 
which could hardly have been intensified had he been told that the nation was on 
the eve of bankruptcy. The Earl of Shaftesbury, with his accustomed good sense 
and manliness, deprecated the haste with which the matter had been brought forward. 
The meeting was held, however, though not on the spot originally intended ; it took 
place in the garden of a house opposite the Windsor Town-hall. About 200 of the 
boys from the Eton College, as well as several of the masters, were present, as was 
also the Rev. Lord Wriothesley Russell, Canon of Windsor, and one of Her Majesty's 
Chaplains. Mr, Moody delivered an impressive address to a most attentive audience. 


The Primate’s letter on the great religious movement of the day, as led by the 
American evangelists, has attracted no small share of public attention, and called 
forth very various expressions of opinion, according to the point of view from which 
it is regarded. We believe that, considering the high position of the writer both in 
the Church of England and in the upper circles of society, great credit is due to him 
for this frank and fearless statement of his views. He has shown no little courage 
in avewing his general approval of the great work which Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
have begun ; for although it be true that not only do the common people hear them 
gladly, but also many in the higher walks of life, it will yet, we apprehend, be found 
that the strongest prejudices arrayed against them have a firm hold upon the more 
aristocratic sections of society. Many causes, not now needful to be specified, make 
_ this probable. But the Archbishop has disregarded all such considerations, and has 
plainly owned that, notwithstanding the drawbacks which, in his judgment, attach 
to the movement, he yet rejoices in it, and is heartily glad that it is conducted on so 
great a scale. It may be alleged, and with truth, that his sanction to the move- 
ment was not needed, but it is one thing to feel sympathy, and another boldly 
to express it; it should also be remembered that his approbation, if not need- 
‘ful, will yet have weight with many; and that, being unsolicited by the promoters of 
the movement, it may reasonably be appreciated by them all the niore. What alone 
strikes us as matter for regret is that, as regards his objections to some modes of 
procedure and phases of religious teaching which he believes to be characteristic of 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey’s meetings, the Primate should have come to his conclusions 
on hearsay. None who have heard these brethren with attention and discriminating 
care will charge them with teaching that the consciousness of instantaneous conversion 
is essential to Christian experience, or with ignoring any part of what Scripture teaches 
in relation to repentance. The evangelists, whilst proclaiming that forgiveness for 
sinners is full and free, and may be had at once and by all, lay no undue stress 
upon the emotions they experience, and certainly do lay stress upon the doctrine 
that they .who have believed should be careful to maintain good works. Nor 
_ is it true that the work of the inquiry-room includes: anything even approxi- 
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mating to what is ordinarily understood as “confession of sin.” It is clear that on 

these points the Primate, like many other persons, has been misinformed. But, 

after all, we may certainly congratulate our readers on the fact that the value of 

“lay agency” and of meetings for the preaching of the Gospel only, apart from all = 
church or denominational distinctions, has been so fully recognized by the very 
highest authority in the Charch of England. 


The Rev. A. H. Mackonochie having withdrawn his appeal against the sen- 
tence of suspension pronounced upon him by the Court of Arches, that sentence 
must now take effect. The first result is a storm of indignation at St. Alban’s, 
Holborn, a complete hurricane of abuse being poured forth by the clergy who 
officiate in his absence. Though for a few weeks his voice has been silenced, and 
his appearance forbidden in the pulpit, his curates and coadjutors make up abund- 
antly for his apparent submission by the violent denunciations in which they indulge 
against both the action of the ecclesiastical courts, and the parties by whom that 
, action has been prompted. No more striking illustration could be given of the 


the land prohibits them from the occasional interchange of pulpits with their Non- 
conformist brethren, and who are desirous, should such laws exist, to effect their 
total abrogation. We would direct attention to the legal opinioms on this subject 
which, at the instance of the Bishop of London and the Rev. W. H. Fremantle, have 
been obtained fiom two eminent counsel, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Fitzjames Stephen. 
The occasion, as our readers will remember, was the invitation conveyed to Mr. Fre- 
mantle by Dr. Parker to oceupy the pulpit of the City Temple, and which the 
Bishop of London required him not to accept till the law upon the subject could be 
; ascertained. So far as a mere legal opinion, in contradistinction from an authori- 
tative judgment, can verify the law, the case appears briefly to stund thus : first, that 
| the interchange of pulpits and services between the clergy and Dissenting ministers 
is not expressly prohibited, but that in England it is contrary to the unwritten law of 
4 the Church, and-also a violation of the Act of Uniformity. According to the inter-_ i 


| pretation of that law by the learned counsel, no clergyman of the Established Church — 

can take part in any religious services not conducted according to the Book of Common 
Prayer. Should this interpretation prove to be correct, the liberty of the clergy is 
restricted beyond all that has as yet been imagined or conceived ; and such services 
as have, for instance, been held in theatres and other places under their auspices, it 
must have been illegal for them to attend. Out of England, it seems that these restric- 
tions have no force; but it would be contrary to Church law and discipline for the 
clergy of the Church of England to take part in any services at which the doctrines Bee 
of their own Church might be contradicted or impugned. It is obvious that public 
opinion will not submit to such a state of things as now exists, and that the desire 
on all sidgs for Christian union will shortly bring about a change. i 


P| : The Upper House of the Prussian Parliament has, as was anticipated, passed 
| . the Bill whereby the power of the Romish priests over the Church funds in their 
‘= respective parishes is largely taken from them ; and the session has closed amidst the 
j triumphant exultations of the anti-Papal party. Meanwhile the Ultramontane pre- 
lates maintain their defiant and uncompromising attitude, and continue to receive — 
~expressions of sympathy and approbation from their ecclesiastical brethren in other 


| | 
h pointed contrast with this conduct is the spirit and Gemeanour Of thor orgy men 
; | of an opposite school who are now inquiring whether any law of the Church or of 
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lands. In Italy considerable excitement has been caused, and a Ministerial crisis 
rendered almost imminent, by the introduction, on the part of the Government, of a 
Public Safety Bill, designed for the effectual suppression of brigandage in Sicily and 
Naples. The opposition which this measure has excited would appear to us incredible 
but for two considerations : first, the jealousy by the Italians, so recengly emancipated 
from political thraldom, of any, extraordinary assumption of unusual powers, for 
whatever purpose, by their Government ; and next, the fact that brigandage itself has 
for long years been a real power in the country, having its hold upon the various 
classes of society, through personal and private influences, in a manner inconceivable 
to Englishmen. The Government deserve great credit for having taken this intoler- 
able evil thoroughly in hand, and for this vigorous effort for its total and complete 
suppression. Similar commendation must be awarded to the Government of Belgium 
for their determined action in relation to the recent religious riots in that country, 
which had become so formidable as to threaten the internal peace and safety of the 
State. The fierce antagonism existing in Belgium between the Ultramontane and 
the Liberal parties has of late found expression not only in the most inflammatory 
and extravagant articles in the leading journals of the day, but in overt acts of 
violence, and, in particular, in street conflicts on the occasion of those religious pro- 
cessions which, in connection with the Romish Church, are so common on the Con- 
tinent. The state of things was becoming serious, but we now have the assurance 
that the authorities will act with promptitude and vigour, and will do all in their 
power to prevent, no less than to repress, disturbance. 

The state of things in Spain is gloomy to the last degree. Notwithstanding 
recent indications that King Alfonso’s Government would speedily convene the 
Cortes, that step has not yet been taken ; and despotic rule, based upon a reactionary 
policy, is still the order of the day. No advantage has been gained over the Carlists, 
who, on the contrary, are regarded as having strengihened their position ; and Don 
Carlos himself has initiated something like a show of constitutional government by 
summoning to his aid the “General Juntas” of Biscay. Meanwhile rumours of plots 
and insurrections, in the interests of a Republican movement, are rife and rampant 


at Madrid. 
THE ATONEMENT AND PRILANTHROPY: 

“Tue history of Islamism has ever been a history of crime, and to Christian 
morality alone do we owe all the social good that we enjoy.” This is the judgment 
of Schweinfurth, the traveller who explored that part of Africa where the Moham- 
medan slave-dealers carry on their desolating trade. The remark is made after 
reciting a dreadful act of cruelty which passed under his own eyes. An emaciated 
and dying slave-was dragged out of the hut into the broad and fierce light of the 
tropical sun, and ‘there lashed with whips to prove whether life was yet extinct. 
The long white stripes upon the withered skin, and the writhing of the limbs, showed 
that soul and body were not yet separated. The cruelty continued until there were 
no signs of vitality, and then the slave-boys of the slave-dealer played at football 


There are two doctrines taught in Christianity, and not taught in Mohammed- 
anism, which if they were to become practical and operative in Africa, as they are in 
Europe, would utterly prevent such a scene as this. The first is, that the incarnate 
Creator of mankind suffered and died for both the slave and the master, that their 
sins might be forgiven them ; and the second is, that every man ought to love his 
_ neighbour as himself. | No crnelty can be practised when man acknowledges that all 
men are alike guilty beings before God, and that God has hed such compassion upon 
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them all ab to give His only-begotten Son to expiate their guilt; and no cruelty, of 
course, can be wrought by one who is animated by the philanthropy of the Gospel. 
No man, says St. Paul in another connection, ever yet hated his own flesh ; and no 
man who sees another self, as it were, in his fellow-man, can hate or harm him. 

The doctrine of Christ’s vicarious atonement is the root of all genuine and deep 
love between man and man. They who feel that they have been redeemed by « 
common blood and sacrifice, cannot bite or devour one another. This is the one 
touch of grace that makes the whole world kin. There is no true and abiding source 
of good-will among men but the antecedent good-will of God towards men. To 
tell a moral and reputable citizen of a Christian nation, who yet rejects the Evan- 
gelical system, that be is capable of the same cruelty towards a fellow-man which 
Schweinfarth witnessed, would not only startle, bat anger him. He would say, “Is 
thy servant a dog, that he should do this thing?” And yet, sg@png as he does not 
really and affectionately love his fellow-man with a tender and gentle emotion, so 
long as grace has not overcome the innate selfishness of the human heart, he is as 
likely as any other man to act like the Mohammedan slave-dealer, under similar 
circumstances and temptations, and not restrained by the decencies of civilized life. 
And still more, if be lack that particular and mighty motive of action which 8t. 
‘Paul alludes to when he pleads with his converts to “ be gentle unto all men” in 
view of “the kindness and love of God our Saviour towards man,” it is certain that 
in the heart of Africa, and in the situation of the Mohammedan, he would do as the 
Mobammedans do. 

The Evangelical doctrine of the atonement, while it implies the guilt and ruin 
of man, also implies the dignity of man. It isa humbling doctrine, but it is also 
an exalting one. This is too often overlooked. If man is a creature for whom the 
infinite and adorable God is willing to conceive and execute a method of mercy that 
involves the humiliation and suffering of one of the Divine Persons in Godhead, 
surely man must be vastly above the brute in the scale of existance, and only a little 
lower than the angels. In the recent discussion whether man sprang from the sea- 
slime, and is of the same nature with the ape, we have not observed that this 
argument has been urged. It cannot be that the Son of God would have left the 

5 eternal throne to redeem a mere animal. Unless man is made in the divine image, , 
| and is thereby different in kind from all the lower creation, he would not be the 
object of such an interest as is manifested in the work of Jesus Christ. If there 
were reasons which we do not understand why the Eternal Son of God took not on 
Him the nature of angels and did not redeem them, there are certainly reasons which 
we can well comprehend why He took not on Him the nature of beasts and creeping 

According to the view taken of the origin and nature of man by the materialist, 
such an act as that described by Schweinfurth loses much of its horror. If that 
negro slave is of the same species with the dog, and there is nothing in his consti- 
tution that is kindred to the Eternal Spirit, and especially if there be no Eternal . 
Spirit, why should not our feeling regarding it be only like that with which we 
contemplate the corporeal suffering of a brute? Why do we shudder at it as an 
enormity? The truth is, that the practical theory of the Mohammedan slave-trader 
agrees with the speculative theory of the materialists. The latter denies that man 

has an immortal and spiritual nature, and the former puts this theory to use. No 

more conclusive proof of the utter falsity of the infidel physics could be found than | 
to apply it iinsparingly to human intercourse. The law of the strongest would ~ 
indeed result in the survival of the fittest. The poor feeble pagan would be made a X 
football by the vigorous Mohammedan, the world over.—Christian Intelligencer. | 
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FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
; ——, June, 1875. 
BISHOP DUPANLOUP ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 
“Poor Liberty!” cries a journal. “The 
most clever men betray themselves now and 
then. Bishop Dupanloup has let out a word 
which gives the measure of the Romish 
clergy’s liberaliam. He termed ‘subversive’ 


While we expect in the ardent fanatical 
press, or in the flippant daily journals, absurd 
misrepresentations of Protestant missions, it 
is always with more sadness that we meet in 
reviews read by the higher class of minds 
the same vulgar scorn unchecked. Such, in 
the widely circulated Revue des Deux Mondes, 
is the following description of Protestant 


efforts in the Holy Land: “The Anglican 
by the invariable cargo of Bibles; amply pro- 
vided with zeal and money, they have erected 
comfortable buildings, bishopric and chapel, | : 


and dotted Jerusalem with Bible depéts. The 
German Latherans followed; thanks to the 
emigration-current proper to their race, they 
form already a little colony, with establish- 
ments and hospital. Protestant influence is 
almost mil on the natives; this northern 


conception of Christianity finds the Oriental 
nature totally rebellious. Protestantism has, 


AN EDUCATIONAL REFORM. 

The Minister of Public Instruction is de- 
manding that all books in use in the various 
schools shall be submitted to his examination. 
It is thought he will be greatly astonished at 


his “ spiritual ” convictions : 


sine ti midnight the hours were fearful. He 


the projected law on liberty of worship in | however, kept clear of all political intrigue, 
the very speech in which, before the Assem-| and only distinguishes itself by important 
bly, he required discussion on the law upon | scientific researches, etc.” 
the higher public instruction in schools. He 
had previously declared that he supported 
the law because it ‘was a law of liberty.’ 
Another champion fallen. History fails not, 
however, to tell us that in all ages and in all 
countries the Church of Rome has been the | the revelation of historical and other Romish 
bitter foe to liberty.” “He has shown us,” | frauds practised under cover of Government 
says M. de Pressensé, “that, following the | schools. In some he will find that the 
example of Catholic committees, whose ses-| Massacre of St. Bartholomew's Day was a 
sion caused so much painful emotion last | “ blood-letting necessary to France ;” that the 
spring, the only liberty he secks is that of | Revocation of the Edict of Nantes was an act 
the Church, and that when he speaks of | of “salutary rigour;” that Clovis was a 
religious liberty he means only the liberty to | “ Protestant” before his conversion to Chris- 
do what he thinks right. In any case it will | tiunity, etc., etc. Again, the foolish insipidity 
be difficult for him to make us understand | of prize bookg is proverbial, the greater part 
how the abolition of the ‘ previous authoriza- | being also written to support the Romish 
tion’ can be a sacred right when applied to | Church and its practices. The old régime, 
Catholic public educational associations, anda | with king, nobles, and priesta, is therein 
subversive wrong when applied to liberty of | landed in the approved old style, and all 
worship. A Catholic who treats as ‘sub-| modern thoughts and liberties are depreci- 
versive’ religious liberty in France, becomes | ated as unworthy of consideration. A circular 
unwittingly the apologist of those who, in other | of the Minister of the Interior orders the | 
countries, are persecuting his brethren. . . I | prefects and mayors to inform parents whose 
think it not idle to show to Mgr. d’Oriéans | sons are in the army that those who do not 
that in the sitting of the 28th of May he | read and write are liable to be kept under 
pronounced words most dangerous in the se- | arms for a second year, according to the law 
) nous conflicts of the time.” | of July, 1872, while the others are liberated 
4 FRENCH REVIEWER ON PROTESTANT at the end of the first. 
MISSIONS. The following account of the 
LAST MOMENTS OF EDGAR QUINET, 
the popular professor and writer, has gone 
the round of the papers ; it was written by 
his widow to Garibaldi, and was received with 
the warmest approval by his friends, as 
gentle being suffer, groan! About ten he 
: miled and said, ‘ Alas! alas! alas!’ (it was 
he refrain of a medimval ballad we had 
. lately read together) and added, with extra- 
ordinary lucidity, and as if absorbed by his || 
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cipal theme of those who have returned. It is 
_ difficult to appreciate and realize the effect 
produced .6n those accustomed to the cold 


love they meet and are surrounded with on 
these occasions. Take as one of. many the 
testimony of Pastor Babut, the President of 
the Home Mission in France, and Orthodox 
pastor of the Reformed Church in Nimes: 
“ The name of Brighton will remain with us 


wish, the hope, the prayer of us 
we may, as long as we remain in 


atmosphere of scepticism, materialism, and | stand up for Jesus and in Jesus till it 
“fanatical Popery, by the faith, spirituality, and | God to gather us to be with Jesus.” 


SWITZERLAND. 
REVIVAL MEETINGS IN BASLE. 


The Watchman, of June 2, has the follow- 
ing from a correspondent: In connection 
with the labours of Mr. Smith in Germany 
and Switzerland there is springing up just 
. now what might actually be called gnite a 
literature: It has become a standing subject 
of discussion in the Church papers, and 
threatens to become a battle-field, with 
«Only this difference, that the ‘opponents 
of the movement are getting more violent 
now that Mr. Smith is gone, and his 
friends are more disposed to work than 
The High Chureh organs bristle 
with articles i the movement. 


he is a Methodist ; 


The other little book (of forty pages) contains 
four of Mr. Smith’s sermons, which were 
preached at Berlin in the Vereinshaus. It 
is no exaggeration to say that in the various 
towns where Mr. Smith preached his work 
was, for the time, the great subject of con- 
versation in most circles. And no wonder, 
for there have probably never, since the 
Reformation, been, day after day, and night 
after night, such a series of meetings purely 
religious, and attended by so-many thousands 
of peeple. The highest -nobility and the 
lowest artisans; university professors and 


| persons quite illiterate ; representatives of all 


religious Protestant, the Roman 
Mr. Smith spoke 
Monday, and travelled on directly to Basle, 
where a number of services were conducted 
until the following Monday. A conference 
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The Christianisme proposes, as it is impos- 
until the vexed question of the Rationalistic 
consistories is settled by Government, that 
each church should send a representative to 
London, to the meeting of Presbyterians on 
the 21st of July, to form part of the projected | all associated with the remembrance of great 
Confederation of Presbyterian Churches. Pas- | blessingsfrom God, While some of us have been 
tor Decoppet is willing to represent any who | brought to fulness of peace and joy in the 
do not wish to send a separate delegate. Lord, all of us have felt during these days that 
the Spirit was working in our souls ; . 
The refreshment many of our brethren | us that good work is powerful and faithful to 
have received in England from the generous | achieve greater things, to crown us with 
invitation from British Christians to te Ulin so make us a blessing to othera | 
Brighton Oonvention, and the ed eee that it is an eternal bond between 
movement in London attending the efforts of | us to have together gone through those ten 
the American missionaries, form the prin- | days, and we will hereafter remember each 
other in prayer before the Lord ; and the 
this world, 
pleases 
But everywhere the enumeration of his 
sins reaches a climax in the statement that 
a beyond this the terri- 
I ok these clericals cannot 
travel. Since the account of the meetings 
in Berlin appeared in the Watchman, two 
little works have appeared on the movement | was held, for WMch 576 tickets were given 
in the German metropolis, One is written | to laymen, and 103 to clergymen. Some of | 
>= by the Rev. W. Bauer (Court and Cathedral | the meetings were attended by 2,000 and 
Preacher), with the title, “R. Pearsall Smith | 3,000 persons, Mr. Sinith’s addresses being 
in Berlin.” It bears on the title-page a| interpreted. The meetings at Basle were | 
motto, “Quench not the Spirit: despise not | arranged for by a committee of the Evan- | 
prophesyings: prove all things: hold fast that | gelical- Alliance. The Irvingites, Baptists, 
which is good.” The twenty-three closely- | and Plymouth Brethren refused, however, to | 
printed pages of this little book are certainly | join in the undertaking, so that there were 
| only the Established Church and the Metho- 
Paul, are all the more wortliy of being | dists engaged in the movement Of the | 
) _ wead, since Mr. Smith was Mr. Baner’s guest. latter, there are two branches in Basle, both 
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and then delivered a grand parliamentary 
speech on liberty of conscience, and on edu- 
cation, in contrast to mere instruction, based 
on morality, founded on the Word of God! 


' The well-wishers of Italy have been so me 
what startled by the new . 
STATISTICS OF EDUCATION, 

or rather of ignorance, After the census of 
1860 much discussion ensued. Both in Italy 
and abroad, it was found hard to believe that 
78 per cent. of the population—that ia, in 
round numbers, 17,000,000 out of 22,000,000 
of Italians—were wholly uneducated. In 
sending out the results of the census of 
1870, the Government Commissioners have 
furnished a number of valuable tables, and 
shown, ond all cavilling, that the situa- 
tion is very little improved, notwithstand- 
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and 
population has risen to 26,801,1 


the 

and of these 19,553,792 are unable to read 
and write! Seventy-three per cent. then, 
or three out of every four persons in 
Italy, are ignorant of the three R's! In 
thirty out of fifty-six departments, the aver- 
age exceeds 73 per cent., being in some 80 
per cent., and in one reaching above 90 per 
cent.! As was to be expected, most of 
thesa provinces to the former posses- 
sions of the Holy See and the of 
the Two Sicilies, yet some of them form part 
of the most civilized of Italy. To 
the surprise of many, it is found that the 
rich and flourishing city of Milan, with a 
population of 200,000, contains 45,613 per- 
sons who can neither read nor write | 

MISCELLANEOUR. 

The admirable paper read before the Sta- 
tistical Society of London in 1870 by the 
late Rev. Dr. Buchanan, on the Finance of the 
Free Church of Scotland, has been translated 
here by Professor Comba, and sent out for 
the study of our Italian Evangelical Churches, 
under the “ How the Church can 
Support itself.” The institution, in Florence, 
for the training of our Evangelical youth as 


auxiliary to the work of evangelization. 
The philanthropic efforts of Mrs. Josephine 


| Butler during her late tour in Italy have 
excited much attention, and are bearing godd ~ 


fruit. It was a heroic task to introduce such 
a topic as the Contagious Diseases Act into 
Italy, and to treat it from the true Christian 


immorality have been formed in various 


places, composed of men of standing and. in- 
fluence. One of the ing scieutific men of 


the day, Professor Mgntegazza, has taken up 
a hostile position to this legielation, which, he 
saya, is contrary to the granitic laws of nature, 
and sure to bring about a refined and uni- 
versal hypocrisy. so the matter is being 


rales 


asa 
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numbers for this Pentecostal effusion. Aj i 
jarge number of Italian pastors, of all the 
churches, have gone to the Brighton Conven- | di 
tion, and are now in London, taking part in 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey’s meetings. And 
much prayer is offered for them, that they 
may return filled with the spirit of love, 
devotednees, and power, and spread the sacred 
: flame among all our churches. We are but 
a small and 
evangelistic conventions, would be blessed and 
fruitful gatherings. 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF FLORENCE 
has at last made suitable arrangements for 
the reception and consecration of the noble 
library of Bibles and Evangelical literature 
connected with the Reformation period and 
two years ago through British libe- 
Christian artisans, started by Signor Lepri 
a two years ago, on the model of a similar insti- | 
en vangel! rature— | tution of Signor Feretti’s years before, is to be 
put on a permanent and well-ordered basis. 
Signor Comandi has been for a year in 
Germany and England, and received much | 
sympathy and help for this work. A large : 
Is not that progress ?: I had the pleasure of | building, with grounds, has been purchased 
being present, and confess to have felt like| close to the city; so that we may hope that | 
one that dreamed. Indeed, I know of no| this undertaking will become a valuable | 
more hopeful sign of the times these many | 
years, for you are aware that the Mayor and | 
municipality of Florence give 401. a-year 
towards the pienene of these distinctively 
point of view, and not on the lower ground | 
of human expediency. Committees in full 
sympathy with the movement in England for 
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was the second centenary. 
ormed 


by two 


Gambari cotti. Madame de Courcelles occu- 
pied a prominent position near the rail. It 
is not necessary that I should describe the 
appearance of the church further than to say 
that it. was adorned with a lavish expenditure 
of rich hangings, and illuminated with thou- 
sands of wax candles. I attempted to count 
the chandeliers, but found it impracticable. 


Guard presented their con- 
to his Holiness, the celebration 
versary of the Pope’s election was 
merged in the event of the day. 


bishop Mobili, President _ know the kindly feelings entertained 


Tt will be interesting to 


this ancient Italian Church by King V 
Emmanuel. The mark of approbation 


Imperial of Germany during their interview 
aples. This came out incidentally through 
a visit which the Waldensian pastor at Venice 
paid to his Imperial Highness when he was 
staying in that city. Signor Pons called, in 
his quality of pastor, on the 


tention of visiting the Valleys on some fu 
occasion, saying, “I should like to see with 
my own eyes that population of which his 
Majesty King Victor Emmanuel spoke to me 
the other day in Naples as being good and 
faithful subjects, to whom he is particularly 
attached.” This is also of importance, as 
showing us that, amongst other subjects, the 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 207 
Sacred Name, as in times past ; and yester- ended with another volley of 4,500. It is to 
day was chosen for the fulfilment of the be regretted that on this occasion the native 
decree for tho reason that it was the double | Protestant churches all changed. the boar of : 
anniversary of the election of Pius ix, who their evening services, so as to have them 
has now entered upon the thirtieth year of over earlier, or did 
and of the miraculous mani- | This remark does not 
in the afternoon. 
| he spoke of the Waldensians to the 
dresses, from which they are commonly called | 
| 
| 
performed in all the | 
in honour of the Sacred | 
of Consecration read in | 
° in the evening 7¢ Dewms were | 
e occasion at the Gesu, St. em 
bn Lateran. With the exception | 
| 
| 
EVENTS IN ROME AND VENICE. | 
An occasional correspondent of the Weekly | King and Prince must have discussed the | 
Review writes from Rome on the 12th ult, | religious question, which forms perhaps the 
as follows:— ~ | most important part of the political problem 
versury of the proclamation of the Statuo| The Prince also spoke kindly of the pastor 
brought with it the usual rejoicings in which | at Turin, whose service he had attended in 
Italian loyalty finds vent. The festivities | 1868, and desired to be personally remem- 
began with a review of troops held by the | bered to another of the Waldensian pastors, 
King on the square near the railway-station | with whom he had travelled in 1862. | 
at 7 au., in which, to the delight of the spec-| A recent debate in the Senate on clerical 
tators, the children of the Orphan Asylum | abuses and proselytism drew forth from the : 
(who have lately exchanged their old clerical | Minister of Public Worship some remarks 
dress for the uniform of the riflemen) took | which show the liberal sense in which the 
part, occupying the front rank in the march | Government of this country views Protestant 
past. The chief feature of the day, however, | missions, contrasting so strikingly with the 
was a brilliant pyrotechnical display at the | difficulties thrown in the way of similar efforts 
| Castle of St Angelo, which fully gratified | in republican France. Referring to one of the 
even the critical taste of a Roman populace. | speeches which had beén made, the Minister : 
i It opened with a burst of 4,000 rockets, and | said: “ The honourable Recorder of the Com- 
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iesion has wisely remarked that proselytiem | put forth by those interested in the cause of 
te itealf cannot be prohibited in a eystem of religion in Italy, not so much in lavishing 


GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent.) to discuss questions politics, 
——, Prussia, June 21,1875. | the time is not favourable for such discussion. 
ANTL-PAPAL EXACTMENTS. All those conferences, which are decidedly 
practical in their tendency, are constantly 
taking place,and I am happy to mention 
that the Congress for sy" 
Fat wg a which was generally combined with the Kir- 


that the present laws would be sufi- chentag, will meet this year, although the 
mn the State the necessary | latter does not. The meeting will be at 


in September ; and on this account all the | occupied with the result of the provincial 
great ecclesiastical gatherings are again post-| synods and their discussions, in 
poned this year. There will be no Kirchen- | different parties reproach each other. Their 
tag and no Lutheran Conference either. The | way of action is not always apt to increase 
real motive is, however, probably deeper than brotherly feeling. Let us hope, 
merely the outward fact, that the clergy will | that the practical wants of the Church will 
be sufficiently occupied by the General Synod. | be more powerful than the many differences 
Conferences of this kind are too much given | of opinion which prevail. : 
HOLLAND. 
THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH OF THE NETHERLANDS. - 

The General Assembly of the Christian , to severe hardships and penalties both in their : 
Reformed Church of the Netherlands met at! persons and in their property. These re- 
Bois-le-Duc, in the province of North Bra-| strictions have been removed, and the Church 
bant, on the 26th of May. Two members of | is doing a great and good work in Holland. 
the United Presbytery of London were| There are now about 50,000 communicants, 
present, and at a recent meeting of that body,| a Theological Academy at Kampen, with 
one of these, Dr. Boyd, gave an account of | four professors, a tutor, and seventy students. 
the proceedings of their Dutch brethren.| They have commenced a mission station in 
The Assembly holds its meetings triennially, | Batavia, and last year their income for Church 
and continues in session for about ten days.| purposes exceeded 70,0002. Dr. Boyd stated 
The Church consists of about 350 congrega-| that the Assembly received the deputation 
tions, who have separated themselves since | most cordially, and devoted a forenoon 
1834 from the Dutch Reformed Church, | sederunt to hearing them, interrogating them 
| chiefly for doctrinal reasons. Its ministers| very particularly on questions of doctrine, 
if and members could not continue in a Church | Church government, the constitution of the 

| which, having abendoned its ancient con-| Mission Board of the United i 

_ fession of faith, had become for the most| Church, \and the relation of the Church \ 

part rationalistic. No sooner had they taken| to other denominations, Special inquiry 

this important step than they were subjected! was made regarding the working of the 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
vernment which professes, like ours, sums 
of worship and full tolerance.” 
. | ° surely is the moment for special efforts to be 
| | | satisfacto to see the interest in home 
| 
| 
tim liament in the Missionary Society is organizing it- 
| self under the energetic presidency of Baron 
; eae Oertzen. While thus practically the believing 
| ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES. "parties in our Church are co-operating more 
It is said that the General Synod will meet | and more, the religious press is still greatly 
if 
| 
| 
| 


. NATIONAL CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

The General Assembly of the Established 
Church 
Edinburgh. The Earl of Rosslyn, Lord High 


Patronage Act. After this address, Principal 
Tulloch wae chosen for the post of Chief Clerk, 
in the room of the late Dr. Cook, of Hadding- 


At a subsequent sitting, Dr. Pirie presented 


_ the report of the committee on patronage. 


(hae 


had been made, with a statement of the com- 
pensation awarded in 190 cases. Taking asa 
basis for calculation the 190 cases already 

the total claims will probably 
amount to 55,0007. The compensation does 
not become due until a vacancy shall have 
occurred ; and supposing the whole parishes in 
vacant in the course of the next twenty years, 
this will require an annual sum of 2,750/. 


object the Church had in view in so earnestly. 


prosecuting its attainment, by restoring their 
land to something of that high religious and 


moral character which it held #0 long in the 
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: Patronage Abolition Act. Dr. Boyd stated | Belgium, Bohemia, etc. The meeting was 
that he had told the 
blessed awakening in the United ercieea, rm 
due in no small measure to the devoted | or 
labours of Mesers. Moody and Sankey, the 
tidings of which were hailed with evident | served | 
satisfaction, He added that the meetings | 
and that the debates were lively and weil 
This committee was instructed by the last 
General Assembly to take steps to provide a 
fand to meet the compensation due to patrons 
under the Aet. Six months were allowed to 
Commissioner, held the usual levée at Holy- | patrons to lodge claims for compensation, and 
rood Palace, and afterwards proceeded in | claims for compensation have been lodged in 
state to St. Giles’s Cathedral, where the | 215 parishes. The claims have not all been 
retiring Moderator, Dr. Trail, preached from | yet decided by the Sheriff, but there was laid 
Psalm cx. 2: “Rule Thou in the midst of | upon the table a list of all the claims which 
Thine enemies.” At the conclusion of the e 
service, the. Lord High Commissioner passed 
on to the Assembly Hall, his arrival being 
notified by a salvo of artillery fired from the 
Castle. The Rev. Dr. James Sellar having | 
been unanimously elected Moderator, the ; 
royal letter was read, and the Earl of 
Rosslyn addressed the Hove. He assured 
them of Her Majesty’s unabated determination | 
to maintain the Presbyterian faith and form 
of government in that country, and presented | Steps should be taken to establish a central 
the royal gift of 2,000/. for the promotion of 
religious instruction in the Highlands of Scot- 
land. His Grace congratulated the Church 
on the successful operation of the Patronage 
Act. The Moderator then addressed the 
Royal Commissionez, and also referred to the : 
ton ; and then, out of four candidates, the Rev. | had been done might thoroughly 
Professor Milligan, Aberdeen, was appointed a 
| 
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be other 

| The Sabbath-school report showed that | Presbyterian Churches, led to a lively debate. 

| there were 1,803 schools, attended by 157,431 | Finally, a motion was adopted to the effect 

children and 14,916 teachers ; 21,763 chil- that the Assembly would receive any sugges 

dren attended adult classes for religious in-|tion with a view to union made by other 
struction. Churches, 

The Home Mission report having been pre-| ~ FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
sented, Dr. Story criticized the Baird Trust| The General Assembly of the Free Church 
and its administration, and alleged that Mr. of Scotland met in Edinburgh on the 20th of 
Baird had bribed certain congregations to part | May. The retiring Moderator, the Rev. Dr. 
with their patronage to him on the eve of the | Stewart, of Leghorn, having preached the 
passing of the Patronage Act. He concluded a | opening sermon, the Rev. Dr. Alexander 
rather lengthy address with a motion intended | Moody Stuart, of Edinburgh, for twenty- 
to censure the committee for giving grants | three years Convener of the Jewish Mission, 
of money to congregations in a way that in- | was elected as his successor. In his address 
terfered with the free election of ministers. | the Moderator, after referring to the deaths of 
The report was, however, adopted by 227|Dr. Buchanan, Dr. M‘Crie, Lord Dalhoume, 
against. 36 who voted for Dr. Story’s motion. | Sheriff Cleghorn, and others, touched 

The report on Christian Life and Work | the religious awakening, pointing out the 
was given in by Dr. Charteris, who lamented | gers to which we are exposed. The succes- 
ie that the returns from congregations were | sive awakenings in the land, he said, had 
| very incomplete. The report gave statistics | done much to impress upon the community 
| E | from 1,177 parishes, showing contributions to | the necessity and power of conversion. But 

the various purposes of the Church amount- | there was need of much watchfulness against 
ing to 282,834/, being an increase of 4,0004, | the snare of that “talk of the lips which 
over last year. tendeth only to penury,” of a man thinking 
The report of the Endowment Committee | he is something when he is nothing, and de- 
_ stated that eighteen new parishes had been | ceiving himself; of becoming busy teachers, 
ie endowed during the year, bringing the total and ceasing to be earnest hearers of the Word; 
| number of ‘parishes endowed by the scheme | or of being “many/ masters,” and being. 
up to 215, 
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opinion of the nations. Dr. Pirie, in present- The Foreign Mission receipts amounted to 

| report, while arguing against dies atin 
. tablishment, expressed the desire of the Church | the consists of eleven European 

| 
important change being eanchoned. A com- | 
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such a bane to the progress of salvation 


the has been as follows: Sustentation 
Fund, 163,1082; Local Building Fund, 
61,6312. ; Congregational Fund, 158,906/ ; 


open- 
ing a prospect for the removal of all differences 
with the Establishment. On a division, 397 


terianms were prepared to accept the Free 
Charch formula, and a committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare an overture, to be sub- 
mitted to Presbyteries, with regard to points 
on which their opinion required to be taken. 
Dr. Begg expressed his approval of this union 
on the proposed footing. 


Bruce, of Broughty Ferry, was 

to the vacant Professorship in Glasgow 

College, and Professor Douglas to the Princi- 
palship. 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. | 

We mentioned in our last number (p. 164) 

the important decision on union taken by the 
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motion, 89. 

Dr. Dykes, in addressing the Synod as an 
English delegate, assured the Court that the 
resolution which had thus been carried would 
be received throughout the length and breadth 
of the English Presbyterian Church with a 
sense of devout thankfulness and satisfaction. 

From statistics which were presented it 
appears that the Synod’s roll consisted of 616 
congregations, with a membership of 187,761, 
and an average attendance of 207,874. 
During the past year the total income of the 
United Presbyterian Church amounted to no 
‘less a sum than 346,934/., of which 260,990/. 


preached by the Rev. Dr. | 
throngh the earth: son, the retiring Moderator, The 
From the statistics presented, it appears | M‘Gavin, of Dundee, was 
that the income of the Free Church daring | Moderator for the present year. The 
tion om union was moved by Dr. 
‘Synod, finding from the i 
Missions and Education, 93,8571; miscella- and otherwise, that the subject of 
neous, 47,8621 ; total, 525,424/. The total been again fully under consideratio 
sum contributed last year was 511,084/., so English Synod and its Presbyteries, | 
that there has been an increase during the the feeling in favour of union [bet | 
pest twelve months of 14,3400. | English Presbyterian Church and | 
The deputation from the English Presby- | Presbyterian Church in England) appears to | 
Matheson (Moderator), Rev. Mr. Swanson, Rev. to be now ripe for decision. Agrees, | 
W. Dinwiddie, Mr. W. Bulnois, and Mr, J. | therefore, to proceed to the accomplishment 
C. Stevenson, M.P.—were introduced, and | 
union about to be effected with the United | 
The great debate of I | 
followed the reading of the report on the | negotiations with the said 
to make arrangements for | 
union into effect at as eariy a period as 
shall be found practicable.” Dr. Brown 
_ supported his motion in an able speech. Dr. 
Edmond seconded the motion, and the more 
strongly advocated its acceptance from the fact | 
SES | that from the very place on which he now | 
ces se urset Dr. Begg moved as | stood he had once spoken on the other side. | | 
an amendment that the Act was deserving of | If this union could be carried out, they might 
: expect in England a great outburst of Chris- 
|an opportanity of developing and making 
voted for Sir Henry’s motion, and 84 for Dr. | room for the action of a large amount of intelli- 
Begy’s. ‘gent lay activity which at present lay practi- 
The subject of union with the Reformed | cally dormant. Mr, Angus (Sunderland) 
Presbyterian Church was considered. Sir H. | moved in effect that the Synod, finding that | 
Moncrieff stated that the Reformed Presby- | there were no material changes in the circum- 
stances since its former deliverance, refuse to ‘) 
alter its decision of last May. Mr. Hutton t 
(Paisley) secomled the amendment. After | | 
some farther discussion, a vote was taken with 
the following result :. For the motion, 253 ; | 
for the amendment, 164; majority for the | 
The College report stated that 116 stu- | 
dents had last session attended in Edinburgh, 
: Glasgow, and 22 in Aberdeen. The | 
Synod of the United Presbyterian 
_ Church at its recent meeting in Edinburgh. 
The opening sermon at the Synod was . 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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Jey}, | 
: I feel confident that our | 
obstacles to their real spiritual success. ) by Eis law ; snd audeuile i 
theme oben also, probebly with trath, | parochial 
majority of those who have | assist all of their people | 
hitherto have been awakened by this preaching to | 
worshippers in churches and of sin, endeavouring to deepen ~ poe | 
oe oy * tively few from the pressions, and so to guide the course 
pon of have been reached. one’s spiritual life that these impressions ay 
the clanses not be passing. Believe me to be, my 
oat of which it is well that the preacher's at 
voice should startle them ; bat I confess | 
to heat that the missionaries have now) 
| 
vse 


(July 1, 
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part in, any other form of worship, 


him a handsome new ch 
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understand, and which have long been | when that Act was passed, and down to our 
cherished by the people. Men must be able | own times, it was illegal to be present at, or 
to appreciate all truth in such systema, and | take 
: make it a base on which to build 
trath, Two other papers were read 
| Manners and Customa of Western Chri 
: how far to be enforced on converts to which have carried its 
faith,” by Dr. Caldwell and the Rev. James | have relieved the laity from 
Long. conformity, but have left 
ing session, at which | @uties of the clergy of the 
The enbjecta of the | land untouched.” 
; on the supply and | sumerously meeting at the City 
and on the best | Temple, on the 17th ult., to 
% missionary spirit at | state of the law as thus laid de 
; the speakers were the Hon. and 
| COMM CNTON, | Fremantle, the Rev. 8. Minton, 
| 
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¢ 
tinned to labour with much acceptance till was well known on 
1864, when, to the regret of his flock and Although he never tted Scotland for a 
numerous other friends, he removed to the stated aphere of ikon, bia weighty. 
Free High Charch, Edinburgh. It was in | ances were, from time me to time, heard on the 
connection with this congregation that, until platforms and in the pulpits of London. In 
wichin a few days of his death, Mr. Arnot | addition to being the biographer of James 
performed the full ministerial duties, and | Jamies be hat published 
was esteemed for his many virtues throughout several volumes of sermons and lectures. Mr. 
the Free Church of Scotland. Mr, Arnot Arnot leaves a widow and eight children. 


Mr. Harling, an American minionay, writing from Dombey, gives th flowing 
remarkable acount of the conversion of a pundit who has been baptized at Nasik : 
probably has read the Veda more than any other one. For the last thirty years he has 
been much of the time connected with some of our missionaries. Mr. French, Dr. Allen, 
Mr. Ballantine, Messrs. Hazen, Fairbank, and myself have all received great assistance from 
him as a Marathi teacher an‘ translator. He has long been very familiar with the Bible, 
but fur many years he has tried to persuade himself that the main truths in the Bible were 
also found in the Veda. One passage in the Veda he has regarded as a direct reference to 
Christ ; he has regarded Christ as an incarnation of Vishnd ; and we had feared that Govind 
Shastri would probably cling to these delusions until hisdeath. His conversion was singular, 
and we should doubt its genuineness in almost any other case. He was suffering intensely 
from rheumatiam. So great was the pain that he planned to commit suicide, and was just 
about going into the third storey of a building to throw himself down, when the thought 
occurred to him, ‘Surely I must not imitate /udas in killing myself.’ And then at once 


_ -& vow that if Christ would relieve him of his great distress, he would surely confess Him 
before men as his Saviour. ps subside, and the next 
day, true to his vow, he went to the nearest missionary and soon after baptized. This 


case seems to me an illustration of God’s ability to sdapt himself to the weakest faith and 
the most prejudiced mind.” , 

One of the missionaries of the London Society, while on a preaching tour in Eastern - 
Bengal, came upon 4 community of people who, all unknown to the outside world, have 
been under Christian teaching. It appears that some years ago a Brahmin pundit obtained 
of tak of England Prayer-book, which he studied in private. 


After some time he began to speak to his friends of the wonderful things contained in the “ 


: In a village in Assam a convert, Sotoolo by name, 
bitter neighbours. Seven of them, he has reason to believe, will soon become Christians. 
The misslonary gives some particular concerning this conveit’s quiet work Once all his 
neighbours and relatives were invited to assist in i 
head-men. Sotoolo was not invited, but took took his sickle and went with the rest. “See,” 


AFRICA. 

Seven or eight attacks have been made on Abbeokuts and the surrounding country 
during the last four-and-twenty years by the King of Dahomey, who, it 

himself to ‘his father to destroy the town, and who is unable to enjoy the full honours of his 


= 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
Scriptures ; next he began to read and expound portions ible to the people ; ti 
when the missionary visited the village he found that some forty people had for some years ! 
been in the habit of meeting for prayer and reading the Scriptures. | 
when such invitations are given, they never pass him by, but will say at times, “ Come, tell i | 
us about your religion ; we like to hear you.” a His 4 | 
| 
| 


father to my kraal. My great men have not yet afrived, 


se 


| 
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F and it does not appear that the power of the Dahomian army had been broken, or its 
; martial ardour abated. The Rev. H. Townsend, at present residing at Abbeokuta, reports 
that farms and villages on the road to Lagos have been plundered, and that several engage- 
ments with the Dahomians have taken place outside the very walls of Abbeokata; being in 
camp before Abbeokuta five weeks, the Dahomian army, driven back with great loss, had 
retreated. Mr. Townsend fears that Abbeokuta is less and less able to withstand these 
| repeated assaulta, and it is also feared that the King and people of Dahomey may succeed in 
inducing other tribes to join in futare forays against Abbeokuta. The Committee of the 
Church Missionary Society have considered the present a favourable opportunity for present- 
| ing a memorial to the Secretary of State for the Colonies requesting “ Her Majesty's Govern- 
’ ment to take such steps as may prevent the repetition of these cruel, wanton, and unprovoked 
attacks which are carried on with all the horrors of savage warfare upon a peaceful people, 
with whom the English people maintain friendly commercial relations” Commenting on 
: these facta, the Record remarks: “ The Christian people of England have a peculiar iuterest 
| 
| 


subject of your visit without them. But I wish in the meantime to give my father food. 
You are doubtless hungry; I am myself hungry. ‘We have no beer in the kraal; I have 


was Utanzi, said to be the orator of the tribe; he was followed by about 
; they rode in good order, first two, then four abreast, and so came up to 
They remained there for a few minutes, then dismounted, went to 
the chief, returned, and off-saddled. Soon after, Umkqikela sent us 
m We were 

means 


not provided with plates, knives, nor forks; all was, 


4 


E 


3 
4 


could to all; that he was thankful to see any good done by any, everywhere, for God alone 
could be the Author of good. They seemed quite satisfied with this general explanation.] He 
then asked if I had chosena place. I said, ‘No.’ He appeared surprised at this answer, and 


place, 
had his permission to settle among his people; and, if he granted that permission, I should 
ask him to aid me, by his counsel and that of his officers, to choose a good site... . 


open to you. You can choose a station wherever you like.’ 

“I thanked him in God’s name, telling him that I came to do His work, not my own; 
that I trusted God had put it into his heart to give me the answer he had, 
the dawning of a bright day for Pondoland. I then said I 
suitable. ‘I would now ask whether of the two would be most acceptable to you—the 
Ikxebe, or “ George Knight’s Place ?”’ He replied, ‘I should like you to be sufficiently 
near for me to leave home in the morning to see you, and to return to sleep. The Ikxebe 
is a long distance from Umkaikela’s kraal. I told him I should now go home-~again, 
there were pressing duties demanding my attention, but would return as 
‘select the site for the Church station, And, having shaken hands 
men, I returned to Mr. Stoffel. The white men who were present at 
Umkgikela, although they had expected a favourable reception, were both surprised 

, and were warm in their i 
was much pleased that I had not gone prepared to ask for-any particular place. He 
it as a mark of proper deference to himself as the chief of the country.” 

The Bishop afterwards went on to Clydesdale, and on the 17th of December 


ge 


are 
God's grace; to do His work earnestly and faithfully.” The synod closed on December 


and in the afternoon baptized seven ratives, mostly adults.” 

BRITISH COLUMBIA, 

The Church Missionary Record mentions the receipt of interesting letters from Mr. Duncan, 
of Metlakahtla, and the Rev. R. Tomlinson, of Kincolith—Christian settlements of North 
American Indians on the Pacific Coast. The former writes :— 

_ “It is with deep thankfulness to God that I am able to inform you that our new church 
’ 


ern tl me, and on turning, I saw a very large fat ox | 
ih Gone I him, and he went away. | 
“ As we we saw the great men coming from various quarter: with their attendants. | 
| 
oe He first asked me to say what 
coming to see him. him, by Mr. Strachan, that I wished for a 
place in his country to establish a Church Mission station. He said, ‘ Will you explain the 
difference between yourself and other missionaries? [This the Bishop did from the High Church 
int, but added that he did not come to contend with any, bat to do all the he 
said, ‘I will go aside and talk with my people.’ He shortly returned, his whole face one 
laugh, and said, ‘ We are glad to welcome our father to our country. The whole country is | 
Bishop Callaway’s journal continues :— | 
“ December 27.—I appointed to the office of reader Coinrood Windvogel, James 
Hamilton, and Charles Douglas Tonkin. The first is a well-educated Griqua..... . | 
After the formal intment of the readers, I confirmed forty-four Griquas and five natives, | 
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was opened for divine service for the first time on Christmas-day. We had, indeed, a great 
struggle to finish it by that time, the tower and spire presenting very difficult and dangerous 
work for our unskilled hands; yet, by God's protecting care, we completed the work without 
a single accident. Over 700 Indians were present at our opening services. How would 
‘the hearts of our dear friends have rejoiced to have witnessed what we were privileged to see 
on that occasion! Could it be that this concourse of well-ireaged people, in their new and 
beautifal church, but a few years ago made up the fiendish-assemblies I saw at Fort Simpson? 
Could it be that these voices, now engaged in solemn prayer and thrilling songs of praise to 
Almighty God, are the very voices I once beard yelling and whooping at heathen orgies ou 
dismal winter nights! We cannot bat exclaim, ‘God has indeed made bare his arm, and 


the first week in the new we devoted principally to the examinations The result was 
thet soventy-cight. of the estechamens of and twenty-two of the Kincolith 
mission, were passed. These, with thirty-three infants belonging to Metlakahtla, and seven 
iufants belonging to Kincolith, were baptized on the first two Sundays in the year— viz, the 
3rd and 10th of Jannary. I may add that 140 adult catechumens still remain on the list 
at Metlakshtla. These are postponed—some that we may see more marked signs of stability 
of Christian character, and others that they may be better instructed in the faith, On New 


- Year's-day we beld our general meeting, as usual, on which occasion over 100 souls were 


entered as settlers. This is the greatest number of settlers that we have had in any one year 
since we commenced the mission.” : 

Mr. Tomlinson’s letter from Kincolith is not less cheering. There are now ninety 
Christian Indians at that station ; and some who have joined the Church lately are men who 
heard the truth first from Mr. Doolan on the Naas river years ago. 


“SEW ZEALAND. 


A missionary who has been labouring among the Maoris in the North, writing from 
Marton, gives the following account of their condition : “1 have just come home from a long 
journey in the Taranaki Province, where the Maoris are yet numerous. But, ob, how dark 
and deluded they are! I find among the Maoris the infidel and the sceptic, and the mate- 
rialist, only in a form coarser and rougher than we see them among the educated classes. 
When I came to the River Waitotara, where there are a good many Maoris, it was the Lord’s- 
day. They were all in the fields reaping and threshing oats. As soon as they saw me their 
conscience seemed to smite them, and they said, ‘ Is not this Saturday ?’ pretending to have 
made s mistake. I said, ‘ Why do you speak thus? You know well you are doing wrong. 
You have not to do with me, but with God.’ Some of them were of another disposition, and 
listened attentively to the Gospel which I preached to them. I visited Patea, where the most 
of those who were in Dunedin Gaol reside. I am eorry for them, as they are i 
themselves with strong dritk. This is the case all over, but especially here. Near the 
town I’met ten or twelve young men well dressed, and on horseback, but they were all 
drunk. Ip the town there were a good many in the same state. When I tell them of the 
evil, and of the consequences of it, they see it, and admit it; but there is neither the will 
nor the power to resist it. The strong drink destroys more than ever the sword did among 
them. 1 was at Parihaki, near New Plymouth, where the famous false prophet Te Witi 
lives. He is the leading spirit on this whole coast, and has great influence for evil over 
many. He opposes the making of roads and telegraphs through his territory, which extends 
over twenty miles. His head is full of Scripture, but there is none of it in the heart. With 
his great talk he has been astonishing everybody that came to him with as little in their 
hearts, and still less in their heads. Looked at in this true light, he appears like Goliath in 
his coat of mail ; but the simple stone of the truth hurled at him in the name of Him who 
was David's defence, has on him the same effect. He has the idea that the Maoris are de- 
scendants of the Jews, and resemble the Israelites in Egypt, while the British Government 
are like Pharaoh and his people. Mixing law and gospel and worldly governments according 


to his fancy, he appears a wonderfully clever man to many, both a en who 
understand little of Scripture. 


¢ 


| taken the spoil from the enemy " 
| .  “ According to previous arrangement, Brother Tomlinson, with about 100 of his people, 
came from Kincolith to attend the opening of our new church, and that together we might 
‘ne the catechumens of both stations for baptieam. The last week in the old year and 
il 
| 
\ 
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Mission at Nguna, writes as fol- | 
in the Harbinger to Mataso, The wind being | 
we landed safely at our destination, and got 
natives were, as usual, waiting 
| 
5 | 
nder the shade of a tree. w | 
t the chief did not want any ; 
squatted down beside us, 
dle of goat's milk, ais 
came round to see it, one of 
knowledge, that it was midst. 
: vht turning up his nose, thought, no doubt, 
leaving-we sung hymn. Mr. Milne read 
natives, and Masogoa prayed. It was mid-s, 
we had to lay over to Faté under a dou! 
shelter of land the wind had calmed down. 
sail, but it was almost dark by the time we , : 
length we reached the sandy point, gled to ¢ 
had not seen them for four months. Next 
voyages were rather miserable, owing to 8. 
her constantly, besides everything being | 
to hear of this new opening and footing we 
have now six stations, mission property, two 0 
a missionary, but which have not even © 


~ 


| 
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Rev. Horace W. Munro, ua, Worthing. 
Mrs. Brooke, Worthing. 


FINANCE. 
The cash statement and liabilities for the 
eleven months of the year, from July 1, 
1874, to May 31, 1875, were presented, 
showing receipts from various sources to have 
amounted to 1,349/. 4s, 11d, the expendi- 
ture to 1,468/. 9a. 9d.; balance of liabilities 
against the Alliance, 1571. 4s. 4d. 
PROVINCIAL VISITATION. 
The Secretary reported his recent visit to 
various parts of the south of Ire 
Waterford, Tramore, Clonmel, Limerick, and 


_Cork—where meetings had been held, result- 


ing in the addition of members to the local 
organizations, A lively interest had been 
everywhere expressed in the objects and 
operations of the Alliance, and a desire to 
extend its influence and usefulness, Through 
the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. William Brown, 
of Glencairn Houst, Dalkey, a drawing-room 


_meeting was held in their house, numerously_ 


and moral comergency towards it. partly moral, a 


thority, and per- 
away. 


The Rev. Philip Schall, pp. of New 
York, one of the Vice-Presidents of the 
United States Organization of the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance, having been introduced, and 


co-operate on the basis of the Alliance mani-— 


and that a Conference would be held this 
year in Pittsburg. It was also stated that 
the Rev. W. W. Atter had been ap- 
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: “ There is « brilliant we will in time be realized. There seems both 
FS an intellectual 
controversy because to controversy will 
‘on, will form the universal creed of intelligent, 
harmonized, and Christendom. Dr. CHALMERS. 
=< PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
. A meeting of Council was held on Wed- | attended, and which resulted in the addition 
5 nesday, June 16; W. H. Wharton, Esq.,' of members to the Dublin Branch of this : 
' afterwards Lord Alfred S. Churchill, in the | society, and contribations to its funds. On 
. chair. After reading the Scriptures, prayer his retarn Mr. Davis had attended a drawing- 
was offered by the Rev. Samuel Shoobridge. _Toom meeting at the house of Mr.and Mrs. 
: The minutes of previous meeting were | J. S. Smith, Park Crescent, Worthing. Cler- 
: read and approved. -gymen and others were present, several of 
: The following new members were unani- whom jvined the Alliance. The Council, 
t mously admitted :— having approved the report, instructed the 
| Sir Henry Havelock, Bart., u.r., London. | Secretary to express their cordial thanks to | 
Rev. James Lang, Manchester. those friends at Dalkey and at Worthing for 
Charlies Heaton, Esq., Bolton. the social meetings held in furtherance of the 
| Henry Taylor, Esq., Romford. objects of this Alliance, and for the wer 2 
| their visitors. 
| DELEGATE FROM THE UNITED STATES. 
Thomas Graham Graham, Esq, Worthing. | | 
i} Miss Welsh, Worthing. | 
Henry Wigham, Esq., Dalkey, near Dublin. 
Archibald McComas, Esq., Dalkey, near | 
| Dublin. cordially greeted by the Chairman and mem- 
7 Thomas Burgess, Esq., Kingstown, Dublin. | bers of Council, \expréssed his satisfaction at 
Thomas Cleeve, Eeq., Limerick. being present. He referred to the gratifying 
J. B. Sandford, Esq., Cork. | results of the General Conference held in 
i@ Thomas Lunham, Esq., Cork. New York im 1873, and to the happy im- 
Rev. Edward Norman, Tramore, near | pression which had been produced not only 
le Waterford. | in America, but throughout Europe, The 
| divine blessing had evidently been given to 
| those fraternal meetings of Christians, who 
| met from almost every land ; and the indiréct ' 
t consequences had appeared not only in the 
closer brotherhood and greater willingness to 
| 
/ _fested by members of the different Churches 
| in America, but in the religious awakening 
| and activity among Christians throughout 
_Europe. Dr. Schaff, after referring to the 
| | great success which had also attended the 
Conference of the Evangelical Alliance for 
; aes of Canada, h-'d last year at 
| announced that had 
| the United States Branch of this Alliance, 
| pointed Corresponding Secretary in the place 
of the Rev. G. F. Siegmund. | 
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PERSECUTIONS IX im this respect —I am, Sir, 
The he had | humble servant, (Signed ) 
addressed to of State Also reported the arrival . 
for Foreaga af the | Rev. William Wright 
ligious | the reply | and of Her Majesty's 
received -— | Kirby Green. Read letters | 
“E Street, Beyroat of dates May 11th, 
1875. 27th, of which the fajlowing 
“My i the interview Intelligence had been 
which your enough to Suleiman. He had been sent to Adrianople, 
grant om the jepatatic that | thirteen hours’ ride from Constantinopls. Be 
qwaited om ye | fore leaving be bed reosived five 
hands a resol bald | which bad been taken from him by 
at Lend Eva | Governor on arriving at Adiianopie. He 
af C Law| had been fered an important 
rence—on per-| would become Moslem; 
secutions in | ired to inquire te would not give up his Christian profemios - 
of your lore Ambassador at for any office, not even to save himeelf from | 
Ye antimot to present death | 
| to his Maj the address left On, the subject of the flight of Yusef ; 
with his E of | Jedid and Thrahim Khalify. from 
British sig reply has been sod their return to their families at Babamre, 
received. mmunicated in letter from Latakia, dated 
“ From cc Council | May 11th, the following informetion 
of this Allia | as regards the | been supplied. Yusef and Ibrahim state, 
Ansairyeh ¢ no | in explanation, that, heving 
change has Beyrout, | promised from their captain furlongs 
treatment. in this country, vey would join a party of soldier going Us 
who recentl that, although the neighbourhood of Tripoli, to take charge 
forced into Christian men at come horses grazing there, they consented ; 
are entirely : their clothing | bat when they arrived the promised liberty | 
was filthy, | was refused, and this refusal | 
clothing of na potwithstand- | repeated, they ran away. They had been 
ing stat ing been removed filled with apprehensions as to what might 
from the t ing bee happen to them, greatly increased 
soldiers, th p onder | disappearance of Daced Suleiman, 
their dri ployed Puy a2 the | no tidings had then been bean. These men 
meanest di yin only sin, | have been strongly by the 
my Lord, resent, | to go back, but, up to the date of 
bumble se) James Davis. communication, they refused, urging as their 
“The of Derby.” that they were never justly soldiers 
fe June 4, 1875. all, and cannot therefore be deserters; that 
“ Sir, y the Earl of Derby they have not received any pay or clothing, 
to ackne st of your letter of Vike other soldiers; they have not even been 
the 31st if the British Am- taught drill, and have been treated ony 
bassador sole has been in- and slaves; clearly showing that thalt 
structed Majesty the Sultan csussiption was only pretext to cover the 
the acd njesty the | eraeluaage they reesived on account 
deputatic elic Alliance, and | Christianity. They plead, further, the viola- 
if any « received ; and I am tion of promises made to them, and that Hey 
to state though Lord to see their families, the mother 
Derby deputation in of Yusef being ill. (She has since died.) 
their vi > far as the One of the missionaries writes: “ We ar 
good offi | still urging Yusef and 
properl ne did not feel for two reasons—first, for the sake of estab- 
justified An- lishing the principle in Turkey which we 
ic to the Sritan, tending for, and, secondly, to escape furtber | 
and reg to the | to themqelves, well | 
meet cen | safety of their pereecuted brethren. As to 
| 


/ 


such a charge. They have remained faithful more than on the ground of religion. 
to their Christian profession in spite of severe “We are heartily glad that the matter is 
suffering, many threats and tempting induce- | coming before Parliament. May God 
; and it does not appear to us that their | rule 
flight under the circumstances furnishes any | truth 
argument against the sincerity of their Chriss | The Secretary stated 
tianity. It is rather a fresh proof of the ill-| beem made to the British 
treatment they have received, and aggravates 
the Turkish position in the matter. As re- 
gards the strength of our case in so far as it 
requires that the men should patiently remain 
in the army, we are still supported by Daoud 
Suleiman, and by Selim Khalify and Assad 
Kanaan. 


“Tam bound to add, that from the time 
these men were stationed in the Dragoon 
regiment, I do not think they have suffered! Arrangements are being made jointly 
exceptionally bad treatment. The life of «| Committee 
Turkish soldier is the life of a dog in any case ; 


Bas 


= 


increased 

service in the army by conscrip-| Christians in varivus parts 

a Christian who becomes one to be | Kingdom ; 

other Christians, or not? The | tending its influence exceeded 

our complaint lies in the circum- | meet ; and, also, that 

under which these men were taken, | correspondence and 

the circumstances in which at present, | generall i 

pressure put upon the Turkish autho- | Secretariat. 
statement, 


8 

2, 


gz 


find means to pounce upon | ber, 1873, a com 
vert from Islam to Christianity, | deal with the question. The following resolu- 
exclude Mohammedans from the | tion, moved by the Rev. Donald Fraser, p.p., 


Fit 
2. 
iF 
Fe 


y ore officers of the society, and that they be re- 
nationality, for the army of Turkey is still, quested to consider the subject and submit to 
theoretically, the army of the faithful. The | this Council 4 recommendation, with a view 


but they are made to behave as Moslems. | Gordon, 
And even if you take the letter of the mittee” 


| SOUTH LONDON SUB-DIVISION. 
The committee and friends of this branch; residence of Mr. Alderman M‘Arthar, ».p., 

of the Evangelical Alliance held’ their] 2, Gwydyr Houses, Brixton Rise. There 

monthly meeting, on the 9th of June, at the! was a large attendance, and, in addition to 
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§ their having acted inconsistently with their | treaty, it declares that no invidious distinc- 
; Yhristian character, we see no foundation for | tion is to be made on the g of race any 
| and these men, acctistomed to a quieter, more | that town, 
respectable way of living, as Christian | days be published. 
| teachers in a school, feel their present life| PROGRESS OF THE ALLIANCE.—ADDITIONAL 
t. 
of the 
| 
1} 
1 
é unconverted Ansairyeh, for example, and the | to its being presented to the next annual 


\ 


d book-shop, 


cen 
a library 
of | depét, a preaching and | 


Christians. He could not 
gratefully acknowledging 
results flowing from the great Conference 


id 
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dhe lay and clerical members usually | the Alliance-held im the autumn of 1873. | 

, and addressed the meet- all the meetings of that Conference, 
ing: Von Coelln, from Breslau; the vad had been borne across the Atlantic and . 
Rev. Philip Schaff, p.p., and the Rev. Henry spread over the various lands with the return ) 
M. Field, D»., from New York ; the Rev. Mr. home of the delegates sent from the Charches. ) 
Dagmore, missionary from South Africa ; and This had prepared the way for the coming of | 
De. White, Corresponding Secretary of the « few humble men from America, whose suc | 
Freedman’s Mission. . cess, under God, had been due to their 
ng Yeon served, Mr | Christian character, he 
(who presided), fier introdue- purpose in keeping to elementary truths, free 
tory devotional opened the meeting by from anything of a sectarian or ecclesiastical “a 
expressing the satisfaction felt by Mrs. M°A® nature ; and their work was one in which all uo 
her and himeelf at seeing #0 many friends churches could gather in the harvest. White- . 
of the Alliance present, and after an allusion Geld and Wesley had been raised up to stem 
to the recent Convention at Brighton, called on the tide of Deiam which had set in. Now, in 1] 
The Revs E. E. Jenkins, who stated that chese latter times, we had seen the rise of scep- 
he had been present at. the recent Conven- ticiam on the one hand, and superstition on the a 
Gon at Brighton, and expressed his entire other, both antagonistic to Evangelical trath, if 
approval of the proceedings. The doctrines end taking possession of the leading minds of | 
propoanded and dwelt upoa at these meetings, different countries ; but the religious revival i | 
he thought, were in harmony with the views has stepped in to arrest their progress We : 
held by the great majority of Christians, and see what a power trae religion is in dealing n 
held by the gret objection | with iat pence 
could be taken. Forgiveness of sin and the attractive form of love and anity. Let us 
consciousness of pardon through faith in the rejoice and be glad, s well as grateful, for id 
Redeemer were simply and powerfully ex- the part which the Evangelical Alliance bes : 
pounded, and light had been thrown on the been permitted to take in promoting harmony } 
of the Christian duty to sim after | and co-operation among the followers of 
nore entire consecration to the will and ser- Ubrist throughout the world. 
vice of Christ and self-forgetfulness in Him. Pastor Coelln, from Silesia, said that, os | 
Earnest appeals were made to ministers, men « German clergyman, and having been present | 
of business, and others, for more practical lately at the meetings in Rrighton, he desires iy 
fidelity and holiness. Mr. Jenkins said that, L comember the blessing which had followed 
having attended gatherings of a similar kind the union of German and French pestore after 
in India and elsewhere, he came to the con- long estrangement occasioned by the lament- | 
dusion that they had the guidance and bless- able war. ‘They bad met from day to day, | 
ing of the Holy Spirit with them. snd had celebrated the Holy Communion to- | 
The Rev. M. Osborn wished to give his tether, and found that the love of Christ © | 
England. He had felt it to be a privilege to nations. M. Coelln proceeded to give an 
unite with 9,000 Christian people assembled interesting account of his work in Germany: | 
from many different lands and Charches; He stated that he has to organize and super- | 
there had been the absence of anything like satend the work of home missions in the pro” | 
extravagance, but familiar traths had been venue of Silesia, especially in the capital, the | 
set forth with earnestness and power. Many city of Breslau. Silesia had welcomed the } 
young persons had attended, and been power Reformation, and at one time could number ' 
fully impressed. 1,200 churches, founded and built fx the 
The Rev. Dr. Schaff, one of the Vice- ane of Evangelical Christians ; but these wom 
Presidents of the United States Branch of the hanged, and through the fierce perseck ts 
| he felt in once more meeting his Christian vet of these churches-had passed into the | 
friends in England. He was deeply interested hands of the Romanists Christians were 
: ends in Ragland. He | trying to do for Brean 
awakening in dierent with much suceese in other German cities | 
creased and co-operation among found home which shell be, at the suis 
\Bible and tract 
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